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Fact of the Day
In France around the year 1000, a pale complexion, squeamishness and vegetarianism were all signs of heresy.









Quote of the Day
"A man must needs close his eyes and clench his teeth, wry-mouthed and shuddering, and filtering the stuff rather than drinking.
"

~ Peter of Blois, 12th century, on English wine







On This Day
1781 William Herschel discovered the planet Uranus.
1842 Army officer and inventor of the shrapnel shell, Henry Shrapnel, died, aged 80.
1901 After selling his steel business, Andrew Carnegie announced that he would be retiring from business and would be concentrating on charity work. During the remaining 18 years of his life, he gave away about $350 million - 90% of his fortune.
1927 The lance ceased to be an official weapon of the British army.
1970 Eighteen-year-old Susan Wallace became the first person under twenty-one in Britain to cast a vote, in the Bridgwater by-election.
1996 Gunman Thomas Hamilton shot and killed 16 children and a teacher at a primary school in Dunblane, before killing himself.
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