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Worlkinmg with Sources

Cartoons

Or Roy Douglas, University of Surrey. author of four llustrated studles of cartoons, explores the
entertainment and challenge cartoons present the History student

THERE ARE BRITISH PRINTS going back 1o Tucdor
times which could fairly be called cartoons, A well-
knovwn woodeot reflecis an the English breach with
Ronme, Te shows Hu_:m}' VIII I,I;:I:I!IJJI.i]IH e Pope, and
]‘{!L‘L‘i".';l'lg a oapy af the F.ng”ﬁh Bible, Caroons of a
maodern kined appear i [)]'Hrl.l:i.;lﬂll e the 17805, Smce
then, the supply has not ceased; but carloonists” teeh-
niques have varied greatly fram age tooage,

One of the attractive leatures of carloons is that
they are aften funny, yet even very serious and wagic
incidents can sometimes be appreciated  best inoa
humeorous context,

The brst allustraton, a German cartoon of [84H5
entitled "The sick cow’ is an example. U was drawn
durimg a period of Turkish  atrocities arainst  the
Armenian subjects of the Otoman Empire. The car-
toonist, howewer, was not considering the atrocities
themselves but the behaviour of the Great Powers who
were deciding whal w o abour the “cow', Armmenia.

The Turk, who has hrought a milking-pail, is upsel
because he can no longer milk the cow. This suggesis
that Turkey's only interest in the matter is 10 secure
revenue from Armenia. The Russian has brought o
butchering-knile, and evidently conmemplales cutling
up the unfortunate animal when i dies, This implics
that Russia hopes that Twrkish rule would soon col-
lapase, so e she could "carve up” Armenia for hersell.
Lovd Salisbwry, the British representative, hopes to
cure the cow by injecting “reforms’ with a grea
syringe. He evidently considers that the Turks could be
prevailed upon to reform their rule in Annenia, and i
is 1ol necessay 0 drive them out altogether, The
Frenchowm is irying 1o kick the cow ingo life. Finally,
an Armenian priest sprays it with holy winer, oving the
etficacy of religion.

Cortoons and Their Confext

Cartoons cast considerable light on the tastes of the
tme, A famous British cartoon of 17440, entitled “Tdol
worship’ represents the rear view of an enormous man,
his buttocks bared, besiriding the entrance 10 the
Frchequer, the Treasary and the Admiraly. A young
man s kissing the exposed bulocks, Contemponsuics
wallld have had oo doubt that the glant Bgure was
meant Lo be Sie Robert Walpole, even though his face
is wovisible, and the message of the cartoon is clearly
that promotion in the Stawe demanded  humiliacing
oheisance o the first "Prime Minister'.

This cartoon savs much about eighteenth cennny
peditics, It also reminds ws of the changes in taste
which have taken place. A cartoon of that Kind mighy
well be drawn today about a modern politician; but i
would bave been unthinkable [or a reputable British
cartoonist to draw anything similar during most of the
nineteenth and early wwentieth centuries, Public wste
would have heen shocked, and very likely the cartoon-
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st o his publisher wonld heve been prosecuted.

It is often possible w collect cartoons Trom dif-
Ferent sources which provide radically dilferent angles
on a situation, and may remind us of podnts of view
which are seldom remembered today, At the end of
1916, aned the very beginning of 1917, some influential
prople = largely, but not exclusively, in Germany and
Austria-Hungary - suggested that there should be peace
negotmtons, A Prench cartoon showed a dead soldier
arising [ram his prave, declacing, ‘Peace like that! No,
A Japanese cartoon  showed the German
Fmperor as a strect pedlar who has obviously asked too
high w price of the Allies initially, urging them 1o
negotiate with him. When it became clear that the
Allics would reject the idea of a negatiated peace
altogether, a German cartoon showed representatives
al the leading Allied countrics as undertakers, burving
‘e German angel of peace”

Sometimes, however, an  individual
changes his own mind, In mid-1940, the French army
was collapsing helore the German onslaughe, and the
aged Marshal Pérain sought an armistice from the
enemy. On 20 June, a London newspaper featured a
cartoon showing Pétain as a venerable, but dignified,
figure, forced at the poin of pistols held by Hider ancd
Mussolini to accepl 'Peace Terms', Five days later, the
same newspaper showed another cartoon by the same
artigh, with Pétaim as a senile father-ofthe-bride, com-
pelling a gagred, bound and  obviously  reluetant
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