Searching for Sources:

The Assassination of Franz

Ferdinand,

Sylvie Nickels describes her pursuit of primary
evidence of the event which triggered the First
Weorld War. Through this one incident, she
illustrates the challenges and frustrations
History students can encounter wihen they seek
to establish a fuller picture of the past.

The Assassin’s Shots

ON SUNDAY 28 JUNE 1914, 19-year-old Gavrilo Princip
stood on a street corner in Sarajevo, Bosnia, and fired
two most fateful shots. One mortally wounded the
Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir presumptive to the
Austro-Hungarian throne. Arguably, it was the spark
that fired the European tinderbox, exploding jLI‘\t aover
five weeks later into

the First World War.

Evidence

Innumerable  books
detail the political
background and
examine, in  minute i &3
detail, causes and f
effects but in doing
the research for my
own publication
(Assassination at Saea-
jeva,  published b}'
Jackdaw Publications,
1966) [ wanted to get
as close as possible o ¢
original sources. This
presented  few prob-
lems when it came to
trawling for the reac-
tions of the British
Press, the Gowvern-
ment and, by infer-
ence, the public of
the day, for the Pub-
lic Records Office in
Londen and  the
archives of various
newspapers provided
rich pickings., The
Public Records Office
files, especially, pro-
duced some stirring
moments as 1 pored
ONer gDVQI.'I'I!TI.ETItEll
memoranda scrawled
and initialled bv

Gavrile Princip assassinates Franz Ferdinand and wounds his wife

Sarajevo, 1914

some of the most important politicians of the time: Sir
Edward Grey, Sir Arthur Nicolson, Sir Eyre Crowe -
even Mr (later Sir Winston) Churchill, then First Lord of
the Admiralty.

Sarajevo

In order to be closer to the chief players in the assassina-
tion drama, though, it was necessary to travel to Sara-
jevo itself. Recent tragic evenls will have changed the
face of that ill-fated city yet again, but at the time of my
research it enjoyed moderate prosperity and apparent
ethnic harmony as the capital of Bosnia-Hercegovina,
one of the six republics of Tito's Yugoslavia.
For all its high rise modern suburbs the city's core
bears unmistakable evidence of its complex history: the
o mosques  and oriental
bazaar-style markets
reflecting well over four
centuries  of  Oftoman
{Turkish) rule; a pepper-
ing of ornately pseudo-
Moorish public build-
ings dating from the
Austro-Hungarian
administration and sub-
sequent annexation  (in
1908).

i

Why was 28 June
© the Day?
: 1 did not establish

+ whether it was by coin-
cidence or intenlion that
Franz Ferdinand chose
to review the Imperial
troops a few miles from
5am;uvu o 28 June.
This is a cinr_::[:rlj,r sonsit-
( ive date in South Slav
history, since it marks
the anniversary of their
major defeat by the
Ottoman Turks on  the
fields of Kosovo (south
Serbia) in 1389, symbol-
. ically the dawn of Turk-

. ish rule throughout the
@ region. In any case,
there had been deepen-
ing unrest as neighbour-
* ing Serbia gained and
consolidated her
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